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LECTURE EXPLORES THEATER’S ROLE IN SOCIETY 
MISSOULA—
John Guare, known as the dean of contemporary American playwrights, will present the 
next installment of The President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana on Friday, April
With insights gained from nearly 50 years as a dramatist, Guare will offer some 
caustically ironic commentary about the role of the theater in contemporary society.
His presentation, “How to Read a Play: The Theater and Society in the 21st Century,” 
begins at 8 p.m. in the University Center Ballroom. The event is UM’s annual Lucile Speer 
Memorial Lecture.
Earlier that day from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., Guare will give a seminar titled “Ripped from the 
Headlines: The Theater and the World Around It” in Gallagher Business Building Room 123.
The evening lecture and afternoon seminar are free and open to the public.
Bom in New York in 1938, Guare wrote his first play at age 11 and quickly became 
dissatisfied with traditional dramsrs in which everything was real, right down to the kitchen sink. 
He yearned for a theater that would proclaim inner tmth rather than surface reality, arguing that 
the theater “is a place of dreams where you lay out the unconscious and make it visible.”
25.
After studying at Yale University, he set out to develop his own unique style of theatrical
comedy and was soon rewarded with an Obie for his one-act play “Muzeeka.” In 1970 he burst 
onto the national scene with “House of Blue Leaves,” a darkly comic attack on American values 
that disrupted the conventions of realistic theater by including the kitchen sink, but crammed it 
with songs and dialogue directed to the audience.
In 1971 Guare wrote the libretto for “Two Gentlemen of Verona,” a pop-rock musical 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s play. The play was so successful that it soon moved to Broadway, 
where it went on to win the Tony Award for Best Musical.
Guare’s best-known works include “House of Blue Leaves,” which won both an Obie and 
the New York Drama Critics Circle Award for Best American Play of 1970-71 and received four 
Tony Awards during its 1986 revival; “Four Baboons Adoring the Sun,” which was produced at 
the Lincoln Center Theater in 1992 and was nominated for four Tony Awards; and “Six Degrees 
of Separation,” which won the New York Drama Critics Circle Award in 1990 and an Olivier 
Best Play Award in 1993.
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